THE PROGRAMME


The software is designed to be intuitive for users of the Psion 3a.  The user can set their CME categories, or use a standard list supplied by their Royal College/Faculty .  They must then enter a brief list of regularly recurring events, which they wish to record using the program (Figure 1).  


Figure 1: Menu for setting CME event types, usually the standard College headings are used.
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For each event type a specific event name is recorded along with a short unique reference field (URF).  The start time and duration of the meeting are also entered.  The data are available on the CMEasy index screen (Figure 2). 


Figure 2: A typical entry on the CMEasy index screen
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Entry of events into the “Agenda” of the Psion 3a is achieved by a keystroke (“Psion B”) or from a menu system.  The user is asked to confirm the date of the meeting (which defaults to today or the day currently selected in “Agenda” if it is open).  Since the software already knows the start time, duration and name of the meeting these are automatically entered into the agenda.  Thus data entry for common events requires two keystrokes (‘Psion B’ - ‘enter’).  The entry is automatically prefixed with the URF in square brackets.


Uncommon or non-recurring events can be entered by recording the URF manually in the agenda entry.  This is achieved by prefixing the name of the meeting with a URF placed in square brackets (e.g. [LECTURE] lecture to local General Practitioners). Such events can be categorised by type of CME event as in Figure 1.  A typical week in “Agenda” is shown in figure 3.  


Figure 3: A week of Agenda entries.  Note the URFs in square brackets for CME events.  Those entries followed by the symbol >> are repeating diary entries.
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The unique feature of the software is the ability to filter the agenda entries, picking out the URFs and the associated information on meeting names, types and duration’s.  These are recorded in a history log (Figure 4).  If the user forgets to scan the agenda for undefined events, they will be reminded every ten days.  The history file can be edited and users are prompted to record whether or not the meeting was attended.


Figure 4: The history log: note that each entry includes the date, start time, CME type, name, duration in minutes and whether it was attended.
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The software can produce a report of those meetings which have been attended, subdivided according to CME category with the total number of hours attended for each category.  This report can be provided for any predefined interval (Figure 5).


Figure 5: The menu tree to scan the Psion “Agenda” files, view the history (meetings attended) and produce a report in Psion “Word” which can be converted to “Word for Windows” on a desktop PC.
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We estimate that the initial set-up of the programme including scheduling of routine events can be completed in 30 minutes.  Data entry for commonly recurring events requires two keystrokes.  Entry of other meetings requires only the addition of a URF (in square brackets) before the agenda entry.  Recurring events can be recorded in the agenda in the normal fashion and an alarm attached to events as required.


The software enhances the capabilities of the Psion Series 3a pocket computer, providing the capability to semi-automatically record CME events, and provide an output in Word format which can be exported to Word for Windows (Microsoft Corporation, USA) on a desktop PC or printed directly from the Psion 3a.  A separate CME diary is unnecessary for Psion users.





Currently on special offer at £ 15:00.  ( $US 20:00) if you GO SWREG  11246





Ring Useful Software  :  01274 582104  or   0860 462120


